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in tlie great poverty of language to express this
process, it is almost necessary to resort to the lan-
guage of teleology, which will convey no false impli-
cations to the well-informed. We may therefore say
that society constitutes a mechanism for the pro-
duction of results. Every social structure or insti-
tution exists for a purpose. It is necessary to guard
against the mistake of confounding social statics
with social stagnation. The social mechanism, taken
as a whole, constitutes the social order, and social
statics is simply the science of social order.

To regard social structures as mechanisms is a
luminous point of view for the treatment of social
mechanics. A machine, properly understood, is
simply a device for reducing the forces it is de-
signed to utilize to a state of equilibrium. Without
the machine these forces would run to waste so far
as the user of the machine is concerned. The ma-
chine checks their natural flow, and temporarily at
least and theoretically, equilibrates them. In other
words, the energy of nature is stored by the machine
for the purpose of being utilized to far greater ad-
vantage and at the will of the user. This is clearly
seen in the principle of the valve, of the pendulum,
etc. It is really one principle and underlies the
working of every mechanism. But the result is not
a loss but a gain; not a diminution but an immense
increase of the product of these forces. Such
mechanisms are of course the work of intelligent
design on the part of man, but the same is true of